opsi 


Cooper blurts out that a strange story is abroad in the Airds and 
Campell Town area of a claim by respectable John Farley, constable and 
wealthy farmer, of having seen an apparition of Frederick Fisher weeks 
previously when it was generally believed he had been on the high seas. 


Norton has already heard the story from Farley, who is a client; but 
only that Fisher had not informed Henry of his plan to decamp when he 
had visited him only the previous day to the evanishment, the opinion of 
his friend, Saxe Bannister, Attorney General should be sought. 


As a result, the Governor authorizes advertisement of a reward for 
information of the whereabouts of or fate of the missing mane At the 
same time, warrant ig issued for the arrest of Werrall, who is charged 
with murder and with having possession of Fisher's goods. 


After presiding over an inquiry into the circumstances, Thos. Reddall 
privately interrogates John Farley about the hotly-debated story of the 
supposed ghost. Farley firmly adheres to his story of seeing 'an injured 
ghost' at the covered stream and railing where it enters Fisher's farm. 
The vision had overwhelmed him; but for all he knew, Worrall's story of 
Fisher's having left the colony was true. Magistewial investigations 
fail to discover what has become of Fisher. 


Drawn by prospect of reward, many people scour the district. Henry 
Fisher exhausts himself in searching. Some gossips suggest that Parley 
invented the story of an apparition to draw attention to a crime of which 
he is aware and fears to directly reveal. 


After dreaming successively of seeing a murder committed at a certain 
spot, and smarting ander the ridicule of his family who think he has 
become over-excited by the current talk among adults of Farley's seeing 
@ ghost, John Rixon, 15 year old schoolboy, resolves to test his dreaming 
and goes with another boy to the adjoining Worrall-Fisher farms, which the; 
know well, on their way to school. John hopes to recognize, if it exists, 
the spot he saw in his dreams. He finds it. A section of fence which 
hundreds of searchers have passed without seeing its blood-stains, gives 
evidence of a violent crime. Rixon and his companion raise the alarm. 


Aboriginal trackers are brought from Liverpool and in a wonderful 
feat, locate the position where the body of Frederick Fisher is found 
buried, with new sown wheat growing over it. The body is easily ident- 
ified by its distinctive dress and by a well-preserved hand; but partice 
ularly by the rent in the trousers as described by young Beales. The 
facial features had been obliterated by savage blows. 


Jem, the hated convict-flogger is compelled to occupy and guard the 
Worrall farmhouse from whence all the inma es have been removed. During 
the night he arrives in terror at the dwelling of a cons table,claiming 
unseen agencies had ‘tumbled things about' in the farmhouse, and he had 
himself seen a ghost. Nothing can induce Jem to return to the Worrall 
house, and another man is sent. 


®isher's four workmen and two others are committed to Liverpool Gaol 
charged with murder, Worrall and Vaughan already being there. Two days 
later, Worral at his own request is brought before Thos. Reddall private- 
ly and offers to make a confession provided some benefit is promised him. 
Reddall refuses any promise. 


